
 
 

 Summary 

 California adopted the Common Core 
State Standards in 2010. 

 CCSA supports the adoption of the CCSS. 

 CCSA supports charters in Common Core 
implementation and the new 
accountability system that will utilize 
Common Core assessments. 

 The goal of the Common Core State 
Standards is to guarantee that all 
students are receiving a consistently high 
quality education, from school to school 
and state to state. 

 CCSS are designed to focus on enhancing 
and deepening a student's conceptual 
understanding, rather than relying on the 
rote memorization of facts and formulas.  

 The Standards promote instructional 
practices that enable students to engage 
more rigorous content with a greater 
depth of knowledge and the ability to 
apply their knowledge through higher-
order thinking skills. 

 21st century technology and media skills 
are integrated throughout the Common 
Core. 

 
 

 

Common Core FAQs 

Overview: 
Educational standards, like the Common Core State Standards, describe 
what students should know and be able to do in each subject in each 
grade. In California, the State Board of Education decides on the 
standards for all students, from kindergarten through high school. The 
California Department of Education helps schools ensure that all 
students are meeting the standards. 

What is Common Core? 

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for grades K-12 are national 
educational standards which were adopted by the California State Board 
of Education in 2010 (46 states have also adopted the CCSS).  

Having the same standards helps all students get a good education, 
even if they change schools or move to a different state.  

Teachers, parents, and education experts designed the CCSS to prepare 
students for success in college and the workplace.  

Although California's 1997 academic standards for English and 
mathematics share many similarities in content and design with the new 
CCSS, it has taken several years to implement the new standards. 

CCSA supports the adoption of the CCSS and supports charters in 
Common Core implementation and the new accountability system that 
will utilize Common Core assessments. 

What is the goal of the Common Core? 

The Standards aim to prepare students to do the following: 

 Understand concepts and new developments in science and 
technology 

 Analyze and solve complex problems 

 Apply knowledge and skills to real world settings 

 Think critically and use analytical reasoning 

 Effectively communicate orally and in writing 
 

What is the focus of the CCCS?  
 
The new Standards focus on real world relevance in all subject areas 
through English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics, specifically: 
 

 Creativity 

 Critical thinking (solid conceptual understanding of each 
subject area, ability to apply concepts to real world situations) 

 Communication 

 Collaboration 

COMMON CORE 101 

Resources: 
 
California Department of Education (CDE) 
Resources About Common Core:  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/  

CCSA: 
http://www.calcharters.org/advocacy/accou
ntability/common-core.html 
 

For more information please visit:   www.calcharters.org 
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