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Many California charter schools 

are among not only the best 

public schools in the state, but in 

the country. However, some are 

chronically under-performing. 

CCSA is taking a lead role in 

assessing charter school quality 

and ensuring appropriate 

academic accountability within 

the movement.  

 

The CCSA Accountability 

Framework is a three-

dimensional model that hones in 

on the value-added by schools, 

as well as measures of 

academic status and growth. 

 

The Accountability Framework is 

the basis of CCSA’s Minimum 

Criteria for Renewal, a minimum 

performance standard for 

charter schools at time of 

renewal. Our Academic 

Accountability Report Cards 

show the results of every charter 

school on the Accountability 

Framework and CCSA’s 

Minimum Criteria for Renewal. 

 

How are California charter schools 

performing academically? 

Charter schools are overrepresented in the top 10 percent of 
California public schools – however, they are also overrepresented 
among the bottom 10 percent of schools. 
 

 
 
This was one of the key findings of CCSA’s Portrait of the Movement 
report, released in 2013. Looking deeper, we found: 
 

 In the 2011-12 school year, school-level results mask the larger impact 
of charter schools on students: Twice as many students were enrolled in 
charter schools in the top 5% on Percent Predicted API than in the 
bottom 5%. 

 Charter schools had stronger outcomes than traditional public schools 
with some underserved student subgroups: low-income students, 
English Learners, African American students, and Latino students. 

 Charter schools that were part of a replicating organization in 2012-13 
were more likely than other charter schools to be high-performing. 

 Charter schools that were part of a charter management organization 
(CMO) or network were more likely than freestanding charters to be 
represented at the highest levels of performance. 

 Charter schools in the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) and 
in the Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) outperformed their 
traditional public school counterparts on Percent Predicted API. 



 
 

CCSA supports the growth and 
replication of high impact schools 
and the closure of schools that 
are chronically under-performing. 

Setting academic performance criteria in 
a framework that is actionable has been 
a key initiative for CCSA for many years. 

Over the past several years, with the 
development and introduction of our 

Similar Students Measure, we devoted 
intensive work in direct engagement 
with the membership and particularly 
through the Member Council which is 

composed of charter leaders from 

across the state. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 Email accountability@calcharters.org for more 
information on the Accountability Framework or 
the Accountability Report Cards.  

 Overview of Performance: See a detailed 
analysis of  California charter school 
performance at 
www.calcharters.org/portraitofthemovement 

 School Data: See individual school data or pull 
a snapshot comparing charters by region or 
district at snapshots.calcharters.org 

 Learn more about CCSA’s accountability work at 
www.calcharters.org/accountability. 

 Learn more about NACSA’s nationwide 
campaign at www.qualitycharters.org/one-
million-lives. 

Aliquam non lectus: Suspendisse 
sollicitudin purus dignissim. 

 

Leading the Way on Accountability 

The fundamental promise of charter schools is more autonomy 
and flexibility in exchange for greater accountability. Despite all 
the signs of remarkable promise across the charter movement, 
the persistent concentration of charters at the bottom end of the 
statewide distribution warrants our attention and action. 

CCSA has taken the lead in calling for greater accountability for 
charter schools. In November 2012, the Association joined the 
National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA) in 
support of their “One Million Lives” campaign which calls for 
authorizers to close low-performing schools and support the 
growth of high-performing charters. 

The CCSA Accountability Framework guides CCSA's efforts 
to raise accountability standards in a manner that values 
academic rigor while also giving schools credit for growth and 
for taking on the challenge of serving traditionally disadvantaged 
students well. A key component is the Similar Students 
Measure (SSM), which looks at how schools perform compared 
to schools serving similar student populations. 

This intensive assessment of charter school performance allows 
CCSA to identify both schools that are chronically under-
performing and high-impact schools that are far exceeding their 
predicted performance and making a powerful difference for 
students. 

CCSA publishes annual Academic Accountability Report 
Cards that show a detailed profile for every charter school. This 
tool allows members to have a view of their performance relative 
to other schools and to zero in on areas for improvement. 

CCSA’s Call for Non-Renewal 
In 2011, for the first time ever, CCSA publicly called for the non-
renewal of charter schools that weren’t meeting CCSA’s 
Minimum Criteria for Renewal. This was the culmination of many 
years of intensive work and direct engagement with our member 
schools. 

In order to meet the CCSA Minimum Criteria for Renewal, 
schools four years and older must meet at least one of the 
following:  

 Academic Performance Index (API) score that is above the 25th 
percentile of performance for all schools in CA in the most recent 
year. The criterion is 25th percentile in 2013-14 and will rise 
gradually to the 33rd percentile over five years. 

 3-year cumulative API growth of at least 50 points (2012-13 
growth + 2011-12 growth + 2010-11 growth) 

 Similar Students Measure (SSM) band of "Within" or above at 
least two out of the last three years.  

In 2011, 10 schools up for renewal did not meet CCSA’s 
Minimum Criteria for Renewal, representing slightly more than 
1% of the charter schools active in the state. As of June 2013, 
four of the schools had closed, one changed its status to ASAM 
(which means it now uses an alternative accountability system), 
two have improved, and three have not shown progress. Of 
those last three, one was approved with specific academic 
targets that, if not met, will result in automatic revocation. 
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