
 

 

SUMMARY 

• In 2011-12, 100 new charter 
schools opened. 

• California has the highest 
number of charter schools of 
any state in the country with 
982 charter schools. 

• Charter school student 
enrollment grew more than 
13% in 2011-12.   

• More than 412,000 students 
attend charters statewide. 

• Los Angeles had the largest 
growth with 30 new schools. 

• Other counties experiencing 
significant growth include: 

o San Diego and 
Santa Clara with 8 
new schools each; 

o Riverside and San 
Joaquin with 6 new 
schools each; 

o Alameda with 5 new 
schools; and, 

o Sonoma with 4 new 
schools. 

Charters see significant growth in 
number of schools and enrollment 

 
California’s charter schools continue to demonstrate 
unparalleled growth year after year despite incredible 
budget challenges.  Every major region in California 
experienced growth, in both urban and rural areas. 
 
Charter schools are growing out of the commitment of 
educators and leaders that want to give parents and 
students more options in public education. 
 
New charter schools variety is tremendous, with some 
focusing on college-preparedness, others on technical 
education, and others in arts, science, and more. 
 
For nearly 20 years, California’s charter schools have 
been reinventing public education and are viewed as a 
common sense option for students and families. 
 
 
Charter Schools in CA:  1998-2011 
• 1998-99:  159 charters schools  
• 1999-00:  245 charter schools  
• 2000-01:  305 charter schools 
• 2001-02:  363 charter schools  
• 2002-03:  418 charter schools  
• 2003-04:  459 charter schools  
• 2004-05:  510 charter schools  
• 2005-06:  574 charter schools  
• 2006-07:  618 charter schools  
• 2007-08:  687 charter schools  
• 2008-09:  750 charter schools  
• 2009-10:  809 charter schools  
• 2010-11:  911 charter schools 
• 2011-12:  982 charter schools  
 

2011-12 New Charter Schools Fact Sheet  

 
• California approved the Charter 

Schools Act in 1992. 
 

• California was the second state in 
the nation to pass a charter school 
law—after Minnesota.  

 

For more information please visit:   www.calcharters.org 
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