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SUMMARY 

2 

Charters in LAUSD are 

embracing autonomous 

arrangements in special 

education.  

 

1 

Charter schools in the most 
autonomous arrangement, 
Option 3, have the highest 
percentage of increase in the 
special education population, 
from 8.1% to 10.2%.   
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As a result of the new 
autonomy, independent 
charters have increased the 
percentage of students with 
disabilities served from 8.2% in 
2011 to 9.8% in 2014. 

The opportunity in Option 3 to 
invest in developing charter 
school special education 
infrastructure has also resulted 
in a substantial increase in the 
range of disabilities served.  

     4 

4 Years of Growth  

The Background  
 

In 2011, the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) reorganized its 
Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) to provide charter schools with a 
continuum of options for serving students with disabilities. The continuum 
spans from the least autonomous Option 1 to the most autonomous Option 3.  

* See the back for a description of options  

Since the reorganization, 195 of the 197 independent charter schools have 
embraced autonomy and responsibility in special education through Options 2 
and 3, with the majority (111 schools) operating with the highest level of 
autonomy in the Option 3 arrangement (2014-15 data). This new autonomy 
has resulted in a steady increase in the percentage and range of students with 
disabilities in charters.  

The Data 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information:   www.calcharters.org 
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Range of Disabilities Served by Option 3 
charters (2010-11 to 2012-13) 
 

 

The Options  

Under California law, charter schools have two options for special 
education: operating as part of a Local Education Agency (LEA) or “school 
of the district” or as an independent LEA for special education.1 However, 

neither option is ideal. As a “school of the district” the charter school has 
no autonomy or control over their special education program. As an LEA, 
the charter bears full responsibility for special education without the 
economies of scale and infrastructure of a district. The following continuum 
offers a solution.  

 
 

The Growth in Option 3  

The autonomy of Options 2 and 3 has clearly resulted in a significant 
increase in the percentage of students with disabilities served. However, 
the biggest increase is seen in Option 3. Why?  

Shared Infrastructure  

Charters in Option 3 bear full responsibility for serving students with 
disabilities, much like LEAs for special education. However, unlike 
independent charter LEAs, Option 3 schools have a shared infrastructure 
and economies of scale to deliver a full continuum of services to their 
students. These schools pool resources, share services, invest in new 
programs, facilitate professional development, and actively participate in 
special education-related decisions that affect their schools. 

The result has been a dramatic increase in not only the percentage of 
students with disabilities served but also the range of disabilities 
represented.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Option 3 combines autonomy 
in special education with the 

needed infrastructure and 
economies of scale to provide a 

full continuum of special 
education services and 

programs.  

 

1 CA Education Code §47641 

2 The term “lower incidence” is different from “low incidence disability” defined in the CA Ed. Code §56026.5. It represents all disability categories excluding 

Specific Learning Disability (SLD), Speech and Language Impairment (SLI) and Other Health Impairment (OHI). 

* According to LAUSD SELPA data from the spring pupil count in 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014 (Welligent and CASEMIS). See also the Office of the 

Independent Monitor Report http://oimla.com/pdf/20141010/AnnualReport20132014_Final.pdf  
** 2010-11 data is prior to joining Option 3. 

***The LAUSD overall % of students with disabilities served is approximately 12.5%; however, this includes a fairly significant share of students 0-4 years old 

as well as a small number of students in adult transition programs. Since charters typically serve only K-12 students, it is more accurate and equitable to 
compare the enrollment in charter schools to the K-12 enrollment in the district. The data was obtained by retrieving total enrollment and enrollment of SWD 

by grade rom CDE DataQuest, http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest  and subtracting ungraded students.  

http://oimla.com/pdf/20141010/AnnualReport20132014_Final.pdf
http://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest

