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Summary 

 
 CCSA Releases 4th Annual Report. 

 

 When CCSA released its first Portrait 
of the Movement in February 2011, an 
image was presented that highlighted 
an inspiring promise and daunting 
challenge within the charter school 
movement.  
 

 The image was “The Shape of the U,” 
a graph depicting a distribution of 
academic performance for charter 
schools. 

 
 “The Shape of the U” showed that in 

the 2007-08 school year, controlling 
for demographics of students served, 
approximately 21% of California 
charter schools were performing in the 
bottom tenth of all public schools in 
the state, with another 21% in the top 
tenth, and strikingly few “in the 
middle.” 

 
 Today, just five years since CCSA first 

presented ‘the Shape of the U’ 
concept, California has reduced by 
approximately one third the 
percentage of charter schools 
performing in the bottom tenth, and 
has held nearly constant the large 
percentage of charters in the top 
tenth. 

 
 California charter school progress was 

made against the backdrop of 
unprecedented charter school growth 
in California that was unmatched 
across the nation at the same time 
that California experienced one of the 
most severe funding crises to hit 
public education in generations. 

 
 

Five Year Retrospective:  

A Charter Sector Growing in Numbers and Strength 

The Portrait of the Movement: Five Year Retrospective - A 
Charter Sector Growing in Numbers and Strength report tells the 
story of the large and diverse California charter school movement 
now serving a half million public school students and growing every 
year while making significant improvements in academic 
performance. That performance has been driven by quality growth, 
strengthening results across many segments of the movement and 
the closure of underperforming schools.   
 
Key Findings 
 

1. Over the past five years, California has reduced by 
approximately one third the percentage of charter schools 
performing in the bottom tenth, and has held nearly constant the 
large percentage of charters in the top tenth.  
 

2. Students at charter schools serving low-income populations are 
far more likely than their traditional public school counterparts to 
be educated in a school that is among the top five or ten percent 
of all public schools statewide. More than half of the students 
(52%) attending charters that serve a majority of high poverty 
population attend charter schools that are in the top quartile of all 
public schools statewide (vs. only 26% of similar students 
attending traditional public schools). 

 
3. More than a quarter of all English learners, African-American, 

and Latino charter students attend charter schools that are 
among the most outperforming public schools in California. In 
fact, students at charter schools serving a majority of historically 
disadvantaged students are likely to be among the most 
outperforming schools in the state (three times more likely to be 
in the top tenth percentile and five-to-six times more likely to be 
in the top fifth percentile). 

 
4. Almost 40% of Charter Management Organization (CMO) 

schools (97 of 259) are among the most outperforming public 
schools (top tenth) in California. CMO schools are also less likely 
than other types of charter schools or traditional public schools to 
be among the most underperforming (only 7% in the bottom 
10th).  

 
5. A large number of successful, small CMOs have appeared in 

California that are driving growth, and the performance of these 
CMOs has improved from already strong outperformance five 

years ago. 
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Key Findings (continued) 

6. Classroom-based charter schools are outperforming, a trend that has 
been consistently documented in each Portrait of the Movement report. 
 

7. Historically, CCSA has documented that nonclassroom-based schools 
tend to perform less well on the Similar Students Measure (see side bar 
for more information) performance spectrum. However, over the past five 
years CCSA has seen an encouraging shift. Nonclassroom-based 
charters have improved from a “reverse J” five years ago to a 
strengthening U-shape today. Furthermore, CCSA sees big decreases in 
the bottom tenth (from 27% to 19%) and increases in the top tenth (from 
13% to 19%). 

 
8. Conversion charter schools as a whole are relatively evenly distributed 

across the spectrum of performance. When autonomous conversions are 
isolated, you see that almost 50% of these schools (23 of 51 schools) are 
in the top quartile of the distribution. 

 
9. Of the 40 charter schools that closed in 2012-13, 25 had data allowing 

CCSA to run a full analysis. Of those 25, eight (32%) were in the bottom 
tenth, and 15 (60%) were in the bottom quartile. The fact that one-third of 
these closed schools were in the bottom ten percent of all schools 
statewide and almost two-thirds were in the bottom 25 percent provides 
evidence that underperforming schools are closing. 
 

10. CCSA has played a role in accelerating progress in the California charter 
school movement by pursuing an assertive academic accountability and 
school support agenda.  

 
If such pronounced academic strengthening can occur in a sector as big as 
California’s, during a time of growth as explosive as California’s, and during a 
period of funding crisis as severe as California’s, then similar academic 
strengthening can happen just about anywhere. 

 

History of CCSA’s Portrait of the Movement 

In January of 2011, CCSA released its first annual “Portrait of the Movement” 
publication showing the performance of all California charter schools and 
identifying performance trends within the sector. Rather than comparing 
averages as many studies had done before, this research revealed that 
charter schools had higher concentrations of schools at both ends of the 
performance spectrum (a U-shape). The report received national recognition, 
including the Award for Excellence in Advancing Knowledge from the National 
Alliance of Charter School Authorizers.  
 
Each year since 2011, CCSA has released an annual portrait of the charter 
school movement. The overall distribution of charter school performance has 
improved substantially over the last five years in California, even during a 
period of rapid growth in the number of charter schools and students served. 
 

 View the 1st Annual Portrait of the Movement published in 2011. 

 View the 2nd Annual Portrait of the Movement published in 2012. 

 View the 3rd Annual Portrait of the Movement published in 2013. 
 
 

 

Portrait of the Movement 
Resources 

 
Similar Students Measure (SSM) 
Map 

A detailed, interactive map which 
shows all charter and traditional 
public schools and their results on 
the Similar Students Measure 
(SSM), which identifies schools that 
persistently over- and under-
perform a prediction based on 
student background. Explore the 
map. 
 
 
Disaggregated results by region, 
district, authorizer 

Generate online reports of charter 
and non-charter results on the 
Accountability Framework for each 
geographic breakdown. The reports 
include additional information about 
enrollment, performance of 
subgroups, and growth over time.  
 
Explore the Regional Snapshots. 
For ease of access, find the 
Regional Snapshots for selected 
school districts here: 

 Los Angeles Unified 

 Oakland Unified 

 Sacramento City Unified 

 San Diego Unified 
 

 
* This fact sheet represents a summary of 
key highlights and not a comprehensive list 

of all of the report findings. 
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http://www.calcharters.org/2011/02/portrait-of-the-movement-2011-report.html
http://www.calcharters.org/2012/02/portrait-of-the-movement-2012-report.html
http://www.calcharters.org/2013/10/portrait-of-the-movement-2013-report.html
http://snapshots.calcharters.org/ssm_snapshot
http://snapshots.calcharters.org/ssm_snapshot
http://snapshots.calcharters.org/regional_snapshot
http://www.calcharters.org/2014/08/regional-snapshot-report-for-physical-district-los-angeles-unified-portrait-of-the-movement-2014.html
http://www.calcharters.org/2014/08/regional-snapshot-report-for-physical-district-los-angeles-unified-portrait-of-the-movement-2014.html
http://www.calcharters.org/2014/08/regional-snapshot-report-for-physical-district-oakland-unified-portrait-of-the-movement-2014.html
http://www.calcharters.org/2014/08/regional-snapshot-report-for-physical-district-oakland-unified-portrait-of-the-movement-2014.html
http://www.calcharters.org/2014/08/regional-snapshot-report-for-physical-district-sacramento-city-portrait-of-the-movement-2014.html
http://www.calcharters.org/2014/08/regional-snapshot-report-for-physical-district-sacramento-city-portrait-of-the-movement-2014.html
http://www.calcharters.org/2014/08/regional-snapshot-report-for-physical-district-sdusd-portrait-of-the-movement-2014.html
http://www.calcharters.org/2014/08/regional-snapshot-report-for-physical-district-sdusd-portrait-of-the-movement-2014.html

