
Taking Lead on Improving Academic Accountability
CCSA’s Member Council led the development of an Accountability 
Framework that sets Minimum Academic Accountability Criteria 
to measure academic performance and ensure the long-term 

success of California’s charter schools.

CCSA uses the Accountability Framework to:

•  Identify struggling schools in need of support and intervention;

•  Guide our advocacy efforts in support of and in opposition to   

    renewing and replicating charter schools;

•  Provide charter schools with tools to examine their individual  

    performance; and,

•  Present a clear picture of the performance of the entire  

    California charter school movement.

Learn More About the Accountability Framework

CCSA’s Annual Accountability Work

Painting a “Portrait of the Movement”

Every year since 2011, CCSA releases “Portrait of the Movement,” a report showing the performance of 
all California charter schools and identifying performance trends within the sector. This research reveals 
concentrations of high- and low-performing charter schools at both ends of the “U-shaped” performance 
spectrum. 

This movement-wide analysis aids efforts to assess, monitor, and improve the academic performance of all 
charter schools.  

Learn More About the Portrait of the Movement

Public Call for Non-Renewal

CCSA’s Accountability Framework and Minimum Criteria for Renewal guides our advocacy efforts for renewing 
and replicating schools. As charter schools come up for renewal every five years, this framework allows us to 
support high-performing schools and advocate for the non-renewal of chronically underperforming schools that 
do not deliver academic results for students.

We applaud the many charter schools that are among the highest-performing schools in the state. However, we 
believe that a small number of chronically underperforming charter schools threatens the overall success of the 
broader charter school movement. CCSA publicly called for the nonrenewal of charter schools that were not 
meeting our minimum criteria for renewal for the first time in 2011.

Read More About Our Public Call for Non-Renewal Accountability Efforts
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Academic Accountability Is...

 
Critical to the success of California  
charter schools and students.

A key component to protecting the  
autonomy and flexibility afforded to  
charter schools.

Important to CCSA, which has a long 
standing commitment to ensuring  
California charter schools help their  
students meet high standards of  
academic excellence.

http://www.ccsa.org/advocacy/accountability/#tab-framework
http://www.ccsa.org/advocacy/accountability/POM.html
http://www.ccsa.org/advocacy/accountability/public-call-for-non-renewal.html


Measuring and Monitoring Academic Performance and Accountability

CCSA has developed a series of tools and resources to help charter schools measure  
and monitor their academic performance, and help parents and stakeholders interpret 
school performance when making important decisions. These tools and resources include:

Similar Students Measure (SSM)

A key component of CCSA’s Accountability Framework that identifies schools that over- and under-perform 
compared to schools serving similar student populations statewide.  

Learn More About SSM

Average Point Difference (APD)

Helps families understand overall state standardized test scores and interpret growth. Rather than using  
a percent met or exceeded measure that incentivizes schools to only focus on “bubble students,” the APD 
instead encourages schools to help each student raise his or her score as high as possible each year. 

Learn More About APD

Multiple Measure Review (MMR)

CCSA asks schools to provide compelling evidence aligned with how they measure academic success to  
identify student outcome success and growth in achievement beyond that which is seen at other schools.  
It’s an opportunity for schools to tell their own data success story in achieving strong student outcomes, 
choosing the measures they feel are most closely aligned to their mission and are most indicative of the  
school’s success.  

Learn More About MMR

Academic Accountability Reports

CCSA publishes individual school Academic Accountability Reports that show the results of every charter  
school based on CCSA’s Accountability Framework. 

Read the 2016-2017 Academic Accountability Reports for Each Public School (charter and non-charter)*

Decile Ranks Spreadsheet

CCSA publishes sortable “Decile Ranks” spreadsheets that outline how schools rank on various metrics based  
on academic data provided by the California Department of Education (CDE). The goal of these spreadsheets  
is to help schools and the public better understand a school’s Similar Students Measure (SSM) and Average  
Point Difference (APD) and contextualize individual performance in relation to statewide performance. 

See The Latest Sortable Spreadsheet of all Schools’ Results

*Reports are available for all charter schools regardless of how they perform based on CCSA’s Minimum Academic Accountability    

 Criteria. Note that CCSA’s Minimum Academic Accountability Criteria do not apply if a school is: Dashboard Alternative School  

 Status (DASS), Alternative, less than four years old, or has less than 30 valid test takers.
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http://www.ccsa.org/advocacy/accountability/ssm.html
http://www.ccsa.org/advocacy/accountability/apd.html
http://www.ccsa.org/Multiple-Measures-Review-explanation.pdf
http://www.ccsa.org/2017/10/2017-18-full-accountability-spreadsheet.html
http://www.ccsa.org/advocacy/accountability/ssm.html
http://www.ccsa.org/advocacy/accountability/apd.html
http://www.ccsa.org/advocacy/accountability/apd.html
http://www.ccsa.org/2017/10/2017-18-ccsa-decile-ranks-spreadsheet.html

