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The neighborhood of Pacoima is in the San Fernando Valley portion of the city of Los Angeles. It began 
as a rural farming community, but by the 1950s, it fully transitioned to a suburb for manufacturing workers. 
Pacoima transformed from over 70% African American in 1970 to over 70% Latino in 1990. Gang violence 
rocked the neighborhood during the 1970s and 80s, but churches, schools, and social service agencies led 
activism that helped to bring crime under control in the 1990s.1 Manufacturing layoffs in the 1990s caused 
a drop in population and rise in poverty from which the neighborhood has yet to rebound.

In an analysis of neighborhoods in Los Angeles County, the LA Times classified neighborhoods in the 
middle 40% as “about average.”2 Pacoima received this designation for the following demographics:

•  Population Density: 10,510 people per square mile, 84th (out of 265, unless otherwise noted)

•  Median Household Income: $49,066 per household, 195th 

•  Single-Parent Households: 17.8% of families are headed by one parent, 77th

There are other ways, however, in which Pacoima is in the top or bottom 20% of LA neighborhoods:

•  Racial Composition: 85.6% Latino (20th) and 7.2% Black (74th)

•  Ancestry and Immigration: 47.1% foreign born (42nd), and 82.7% of those are from Mexico

•  Family and Age: average household size is 4.3 (9th), and median age is 24 (240th)

•  Crime: Of the 209 neighborhoods with crime data, per capita rate for violent crime is barely 
   in the top 30% (63rd), and per capita rate for property crime is barely in the bottom 30% (148th)

•  Education: Of adults over 24, 66.2% lack a high school diploma (12th) and 4.2% hold a 4-year degree (248th)
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Between 2007-08 and 2013-14, students in the Pacoima neighborhood of Los Angeles were served by nine charter 
schools and between eight and thirteen traditional schools.3 After the first two charters opened in 1993, one new 
charter opened every three years until 2002. This period of steady growth was followed by a burst of activity: four 
charters opened between 2003 and 2005. While six new PUC charters opened nearby, the next charters to open 
in Pacoima were Valley Prep K-5 and Valley Prep 6-8 in the fall of 2014.

All of the charter schools are site-based (i.e. students attend in person each day), authorized by Los Angeles 
Unified School District, and fully autonomous from the district. Table 1 summarizes how the nine charters differ. 
Four charters converted from traditional schools, while the other five are start-ups. Four of the charter schools 
are freestanding (i.e. not organizationally connected to other charters), one is part of the Youth Policy Institute 
network, and the four remaining schools are part of two groups (Fenton Avenue Charter and Partnerships to 
Uplift Communities (PUC) schools) that have grown to become charter management organizations (CMOs).

Given the loss of nearby manufacturing jobs and the large portion of the population that is school aged, education 
is the best hope for a bright future. Pacoima presents several challenges: almost half of its residents are first-
generation immigrants, nearly two-thirds of adults lack a high school diploma, and the community experiences a 
relatively high level of violent crime. Thankfully, Pacoima also possesses a large amount of social capital. A tight 
knit community of several education and community-oriented nonprofit organizations – Los Angeles Educational 
Partnership, Los Angeles Urban Funders, Pacoima Beautiful, Project GRAD, Youth Policy Institute and others – 
have worked to improve public education in Pacoima, at times by encouraging the creation of charter schools.

Nine Charter Schools

Table 1: Pacoima Charters

CHARTER SCHOOL NAME OPENED START TYPE MANAGEMENT
MODEL

GRADE
SPAN

Fenton (Primary Center & Avenue Charter) 1993 Conversion CMO K-5

Vaughn Next Century Learning Center 1993 Conversion Freestanding K-12

Montague Charter Academy 1996 Conversion Freestanding K-5

PUC Community Charter Middle 1999 Start-up CMO 6-8

Discovery Charter Preparatory #2 2002 Start-up Freestanding 9-12

Pacoima Charter Elementary 2003 Conversion Freestanding K-5

Bert Corona Charter 2004 Start-up Network 6-8

PUC Lakeview Charter Academy 2004 Start-up CMO 6-8

PUC Community Charter Early College High School (CCECHS) 2005 Start-up CMO 9-12
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In Pacoima, three of the six charters serve grades K-5, one serves 6-8, one serves 9-12, and one serves grades K-12. 
Among traditional schools, four serve K-5, two serve 6-8, and seven just outside the neighborhood boundaries serve 
Pacoima students in grades 9-12. In 2013-14, charters served over a third (8,406/21,261, or 40%) of all students in 
Pacoima public schools. Interestingly, the percentage varied widely by school type. Charters served:4  

•  63% of all elementary students (5,401/8,540)

•  41% of all middle school students (1,645/4,012)

•  16% of all high school students (1,360/8,709)

Pacoima schools only sometimes share attendance areas. All of the elementary schools are the only K-5s in their 
area, so these schools only compete for students with private schools and public charter schools that are outside their 
attendance area. The traditional school Pacoima Middle does not share its attendance area with any middle schools. 
Bert Corona Charter shares its attendance area with Byrd Middle School, a traditional school south of Pacoima. Charles 
Maclay and the two PUC middle schools all share one attendance area. All Pacoima high schools share attendance 
areas and compete with one another for students. Discovery Charter Preparatory #2 and the traditional school Sun Valley 
High share an attendance area that covers the south-eastern half of the neighborhood. The other two charter and six 
traditional high schools share an attendance area that covers the north-western half of Pacoima.

Below, Table 2 provides demographic information for each public school that Pacoima students attend. Schools are listed 
by type, and traditional schools are shaded. On the next page, Table 3 summarizes and compares the demographic traits 
of charter and traditional schools.

Demographics: Charter and Traditional Schools Are Very Similar

Table 2: Demographics by School

CHARTER SCHOOL NAME 2013-14
ENROLLMENT % FRL % EL % WITH

DISABILITY
PARENT

EDUCATION

Elementary Schools (K-5)

Yes Fenton (Primary Center & Avenue Charter) 1517 82% 52% 13% 2.21

Yes Montague Charter Academy 1085 100% 56% 9% 1.94

Yes Pacoima Charter Elementary 1349 83% 72% 10% 1.80

No Haddon Avenue Elementary 843 90% 57% 13% 1.70

No Hillery T. Broadous Elementary 735 95% 71% 14% 1.70

No Sara Coughlin Elementary 715 92% 74% 11% 1.90

No Telfair Avenue Elementary 846 86% 64% 14% 1.86
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Table 2: Demographics by School continued

CHARTER SCHOOL NAME 2013-14
ENROLLMENT % FRL % EL % WITH

DISABILITY
PARENT

EDUCATION

Middle Schools (6-8)

Yes Bert Corona Charter* 369 86% 51% 15% 2.10

Yes PUC Community Charter Middle 348 84% 49% 7% 2.32

Yes PUC Lakeview Charter Academy 353 88% 54% 13% 2.11

No Charles Maclay Middle 873 85% 43% 13% 1.55

No Pacoima Middle 1494 91% 36% 13% 1.81

High Schools (9-12)

Yes Discovery Charter Preparatory #2 343 94% 45% 10% 1.62

Yes PUC CCECHS 440 76% 43% 10% 2.19

No San Fernando High 2390 86% 38% 13% 1.71

No Sun Valley High 629 63% 41% 19% 1.62

No Sylmar High 2306 84% 32% 12% 1.93

Schools affiliated with Cesar E. Chavez Learning Academies

No Academy of Scientific Exploration (ASE) 491 83% 40% 10% 1.83

No Arts, Theatre, Entertainment (ArTES) 521 89% 37% 11% 1.74

No Social Justice Humanitas Academy 509 90% 37% 9% 1.78

No Teacher Preparation Academy 503 80% 31% 16% 1.77

Combination School (K-12)

Yes Vaughn Next Century Learning Center 2603 98% 57% 8% 1.70

* Notably, Bert Corona Middle School almost doubled its percentage of students with disabilities from 8% to 15% since 2009.

Notes: All measures reflect data available as of Dec 2014 from the California Department of Education:

• “2013-14 Enrollment” is enrollment as of October 2013; from the 2013-14 Enrollment by School dataset.

• “% FRL” is the percent of students ages 5-17 eligible for free or reduced lunch; from the 2013-14 Student Poverty dataset.

• “% EL” is the percent of test-takers included in the 2013 API who either (1) were English Learners in October 2012 or (2) 
   had been re-designated out of English Learner status but had scored below proficient at least two of the last three years; 
   from the 2013 Growth API dataset.

• “% with Disability” is the percent of test-takers included in the 2013 API who had disabilities; from the 2013 Growth API dataset.

• “Parent Education” is the average response to a survey question about parent educational attainment: 
   1 = no high school diploma, 2 = high school diploma, 3 = some college, 4 = bachelor’s degree, and 5 = graduate school degree; 
   from the 2013 Growth API dataset.
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In general, the demographic similarities between charter and traditional schools have persisted over the past 
seven years. Both types of public schools have served nearly identical percentages of Hispanic students since 
2007-08. Counter to the claims that charters are more likely to kick out students during the year, charters have 
maintained slightly higher percentages of students who are continuously enrolled from October to spring testing. 
Even more important is that Pacoima charters are not guilty of skimming the “best” students. Four of the 
nine charters are conversions and have to take all students within their attendance areas. Charters have served 
4-10% more students eligible for free or reduced price lunch, and charters have actually transitioned from 
serving a smaller to a larger percentage of English Learners than traditional schools. The only measures by 
which charters students are not quite as disadvantaged as traditional students are disabilities (2-3% fewer) 
and parent education (~0.25 more). The overall picture is that charter and traditional schools have remained 
very similar to each other, with charter students becoming relatively more likely to be English Learners.

Demographics Over Time: Charters Don’t Skim – They Grow!

Table 3: Demographic Summary: Charter versus Traditional Schools

MEASURE CHARTER TRADITIONAL

Hispanic 93-99%; mean = 96% 89-99%; mean = 95%

Continuously Enrolled 94-99%; mean = 97% 88-96%; mean = 94%

Free or Reduced Lunch 76-100%; mean = 88% 63-95%; mean = 86%

English Learners 43-72%; mean = 53% 31-74%; mean = 46%

Disabilities 7-14%; mean = 10% 9-19%; mean = 13%

Parent Education 1.62-2.32; mean = 2.00 1.55-1.93; mean = 1.76
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The demographic trend that most distinguishes charter and traditional schools is their change in enrollment 
over time. Between 2009-10 and 2013-14, charter schools collectively gained 643 students (8%) and traditional 
schools collectively lost 1,131 students (-8%). All but two charter schools experienced positive growth, and the 
only traditional school that experienced positive growth (Sara Coughlin Elementary) added a grade in 2010-11. 
The greatest expansions were in Sara Coughlin Elementary (35%, or 186 students) and Vaughn Next Century 
Learning Center (22%, or 466 students). The largest declines were in Sun Valley High (-36%, or -357 students), 
Telfair Avenue Elementary (-25%, or -279 students), and Pacoima Middle (-19%, or -342 students). These 
enrollment shifts may not be caused by charters gaining students who used to attend traditional schools. 
Other possible causes include population trends within Pacoima, variations in cohort size, movement in 
and out of local private schools, or some combination of those trends.

These analyses use 2009-10 as the baseline year because that is when all the Pacoima schools were active 
except for the four Cesar E. Chavez Learning Academies that opened in fall of 2011. These four academies 
appear to draw students almost entirely from the two older traditional high schools that share their attendance 
area. The table below treats those six interrelated traditional schools as one entity. For this entity and all the 
other Pacoima schools, Table 5 reports the percent and absolute change in enrollment.

Table 4: Difference between Charter and Traditional Average Demographics, 2007-2008 to 2012-2013

YEAR % HISPANIC % CONTINUOUSLY
ENROLLED % FRL % EL % WITH

DISABILITIES
PARENT

EDUCATION

2012-2013 1 3 10 7 -2 0.24

2011-2012 1 4 4 0 -3 0.22

2010-2011 0 4 7 -2 -3 0.23

2009-2010 0 4 5 -4 -3 0.23

2008-2009 0 4 5 -2 -3 0.26

2007-2008 0 3 5 -4 -4 0.24

Note: In the “Parent Education” column, a value of 0.25 would indicate that, on average, 25% of parents self-reported to be one educational 
level higher (e.g. “bachelor’s degree” instead of “some college,” or “high school diploma” instead of “no high school diploma”) in charter 
schools than in traditional schools.
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Table 5: Enrollment Trends, 2009-2010 to 2013-2014

CHARTER SCHOOL NAME % CHANGE # CHANGE

Elementary Schools (K-5)

Yes Fenton (Primary Center & Avenue Charter) 4% 65

Yes Montague Charter Academy -5% -55

Yes Pacoima Charter Elementary 7% 85

No Haddon Avenue Elementary -9% -82

No Hillery T. Broadous Elementary -3% -26

No Sara Coughlin Elementary 35% 186

No Telfair Avenue Elementary -25% -279

Middle Schools (6-8)

Yes Bert Corona Charter 3% 10

Yes PUC Community Charter Middle 7% 22

Yes PUC Lakeview Charter Academy 14% 42

No Charles Maclay Middle -8% -72

No Pacoima Middle -19% -342

Combination (K-12) and High Schools (9-12)

Yes Discovery Charter Preparatory #2 -2% -8

No Sun Valley High -36% -357

Yes PUC CCECHS 4% 16

Yes Vaughn Next Century Learning Center 22% 466
(97 in high school)

No Traditional high schools in Vaughn’s area* -2% -159

* San Fernando Senior High and Sylmar Senior High have served students in north-western Pacoima throughout this time period. The four Cesar 
  E. Chavez Learning Academies opened in 2011-12, and they primarily enrolled students who formerly attended the two older traditional high    
  schools. In order to calculate the change in enrollment for this group of interrelated schools, we subtract the enrollment of all six schools in 
  2013-14 from the enrollment of the two schools that existed at the beginning of the period, 2009-10.
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CCSA primarily uses three measures to evaluate academic performance: API status, 3-year growth, and a 
measure that controls for school demographics called Percent Predicted API.5 The first two are calculated by 
the state, and they enable us to see how schools are doing currently as well as how quickly they have improved 
over the past three years. Percent Predicted API is a proxy value-added measure CCSA calculates with publicly 
available information. It compares a school’s API status to the API score that regression models predict for the 
school based on the students it serves. Due to the uncertainty inherent in this type of value-added measure, we 
divide schools into twenty statewide percentile bins, from 0-5th to 95-100th. To interpret the percentile bins data 
in Table 6, a number closer to 0 means a school that is far underperforming given the demographics of students 
served and closer to 100 means a school is far outperforming.

Academics: Charters Are Far Outperforming!

Table 6: School Performance, 2012-2013

CHARTER SCHOOL NAME 2013 API
STATUS

3-YEAR
GROWTH

PERCENTILE BIN:
2013 % PREDICTED API

Elementary Schools (K-5)

Yes Fenton (Primary Center & Avenue Charter) 814 45 points 85-90th

Yes Montague Charter Academy 792 32 points 65-70th

Yes Pacoima Charter Elementary 793 37 points 85-90th

No Haddon Avenue Elementary 778 32 points 55-60th

No Hillery T. Broadous Elementary 752 66 points 35-40th

No Sara Coughlin Elementary 718 -15 points 10-15th

No Telfair Avenue Elementary 723 1 points 10-15th

Middle Schools (6-8)

Yes Bert Corona Charter 734 50 points 15-20th

Yes PUC Community Charter Middle 868 129 points 95-100th

Yes PUC Lakeview Charter Academy 843 -7 points 95-100th

No Charles Maclay Middle 716 80 points 50-55th

No Pacoima Middle 733 35 points 30-35th
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Table 6: School Performance, 2012-2013 continued

CHARTER SCHOOL NAME 2013 API
STATUS

3-YEAR
GROWTH

PERCENTILE BIN:
2013 % PREDICTED API

High Schools (9-12)

Yes Discovery Charter Preparatory #2 714 44 points 70-75th

Yes PUC CCECHS 841 95 points 95-100th

No San Fernando High 671 31 points 25-30th

No Sun Valley High 583 -24 points 5-10th

No Sylmar High 709 73 points 45-50th

Cesar E. Chavez Learning Academies:

No Academy of Scientific Exploration (ASE) 691 n/a 25-30th

No Arts, Theatre, Entertainment (ArTES) 619 n/a 0-5th

No Social Justice Humanitas Academy 708 n/a 35-40th

No Teacher Preparation Academy 618 n/a 0-5th

Combination School (K-12)

Yes Vaughn Next Century Learning Center 803 27 points 95-100th

Charter schools in Pacoima are far outperforming traditional schools on all three measures:

•  Charter elementary schools on average have a higher API (800 v. 743), 3-year growth (38 v. 21 points), 
   and Percent Predicted API (80-85th v. 30-35th)

•  Charter middle schools on average have a higher API (815 v. 725), nearly identical 3-year growth 
   (57 v. 58 points) and higher Percent Predicted API (70-75th v. 40-45th)

•  Charter high schools on average have a much higher API (778 v. 657), 3-year growth (70 v. 27 points), 
   and Percent Predicted API (85-90th v. 20-25th)

Los Angeles Unified School District also creates Academic Growth over Time reports for its schools. These reports 
estimate the average growth over the past three years (2010-11 to 2012-13) for students in several subjects. In Pacoima, 
charter schools outperform traditional schools on these measures, as well: 0.77 standard deviations higher on English 
and 0.44 standard deviations higher on math.  
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Table 7: Twelfth Grade Outcomes, 2012-2013

CHARTER SCHOOL NAME 4-YEAR COHORT
GRADUATION RATE

4-YEAR COHORT
DROPOUT RATE

% OF GRADUATES
COMPLETING A-G

Yes Discovery Charter Preparatory #2 85% 4% 100%

Yes PUC CCECHS 96% 2% 100%

Yes Vaughn Next Century Learning Center 92% 4% 68%

No San Fernando High 79% 11% 21%

No Sun Valley High 71% 16% 18%

No Sylmar High 86% 8% 33%

No Academy of Scientific Exploration (ASE) 72% 19% 19%

No Arts, Theatre, Entertainment (ArTES) 79% 17% 15%

No Social Justice Humanitas Academy 93% 6% 47%

No Teacher Preparation Academy 66% 15% 18%

For schools that serve twelfth grade, we highlight additional student outcomes: graduation rates, dropout rates, 
and A-G course completion.6 Table 7 shows these outcomes for the ten applicable Pacoima schools, and the 
charters show very impressive results. The graduation rates for the three charters mirror the rates in the top 
two traditional schools: Sylmar High and Social Justice Humanitas Academy. Additionally, the graduation rate 
for Discovery Charter Preparatory #2 is 14% higher than the one traditional high school in its attendance area, 
Sun Valley High. The dropout rates for the three charter schools are lower than all the traditional high schools.

The A-G completion rates are the most dramatic. Over two-thirds of the graduates of Vaughn Next Century 
Learning Center and every graduate from Discovery Charter Preparatory #2 and PUC CCECHS completed 
all the courses required to apply to the University of California college system. In contrast, only a quarter 
of students in the traditional high schools completed their A-G requirements.
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Charters have not always outperformed traditional schools in Pacoima. Table 8 shows that – with the exception 
of middle schools – both groups had similar levels of academic achievement in 2007-08. This was true whether 
measured by the Academic Performance Index (API) created by the California Department of Education or by 
the Percent Predicted API created by the California Charter Schools Association (CCSA).7

Divergence occurred quickly. Charter elementary schools improved dramatically from 2007-08 to 2008-09, 
increasing the gap between themselves and traditional schools on both measures. The gap increased from 
11 to 45 points higher on the API as well as from 10 percentage points lower to 40 percentage points higher 
on Percent Predicted API. Since then, the performance gap between charter and traditional elementary schools 
has remained relatively constant. Charter middle schools have maintained their gap over traditional middle schools 
throughout this period. Charter high schools improved most dramatically between 2008-09 and 2009-10 and have 
maintained that gap ever since.

The pattern is similar when we look at twelfth grade outcomes. Pacoima charters have maintained relatively 
high graduation rates and low dropout rates since 2009-10. Table 9 shows that charters have been especially 
successful at helping their English Learners to graduate. Since most students in these schools are both Hispanic 
and low-income, the graduation rates for these groups are nearly identical to the overall cohort graduation rates.  
The one way in which charter schools have improved is in the percent of graduates who complete their A-G 
requirements. Between 2009-10 and 2010-11, charters greatly increased the percent of graduates meeting 
these requirements.

Academics Over Time: Charters Made – and Sustained – Huge Gains!

Table 8: Difference between Charter and Traditional Average Performance, 2007-2008 to 2012-2013

Elementary Schools  Middle Schools  High Schools

YEAR API 
STATUS

PERCENT
PREDICTED API

API 
STATUS

PERCENT
PREDICTED API

API 
STATUS

PERCENT
PREDICTED API

2012-2013 57 50 91 30 121 65

2011-2012 51 30 93 15 154 75

2010-2011 45 40 107 25 116 70

2009-2010 39 30 129 20 87 65

2008-2009 45 40 94 5 -1 5

2007-2008 11 -10 94 25 45 25
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In 2007-08, nine mature charters and eight traditional schools operated in Pacoima. In that year, charter and 
traditional schools were nearly identical in their student demographics, and the elementary schools also had 
similar academic performance. While the demographic profiles of charter and traditional schools have stayed 
relatively constant, elementary charters quickly improved their academic outcomes and have maintained these 
large advantages for several years. Charter middle schools maintained their academic advantage over traditional 
middle schools, and charter high schools widened the gap between themselves and their traditional counterparts.  
It is therefore unsurprising that charter schools have tended to see their enrollment increase while traditional 
schools have tended to see their enrollment decrease.

Looking forward, there are at least two developments to watch. One is whether the emergence of two new 
charters – Valley Prep K-5 and Valley Prep 6-8, authorized by Acton-Agua Dulce Unified – will change the 
current education equilibrium. The schools are co-located at the intersection of two traditional and two charter 
elementary attendance areas: Broadous, Coughlin, Pacoima and Vaughn. As for middle schools, the Valley 
Prep schools share an attendance area with the traditional middle school Maclay.  

The second development will be the release of the new SBAC test scores. It is unclear if the performance 
advantage charters have over Pacoima traditional schools will change when tests reflect the new Common 
Core standards. However, it is important to remember that this change in testing is not likely to impact the 
impressive twelfth grade outcomes of Pacoima charters. Even if charter schools experience a relative decline 
with the shift to these new standards, it is extremely likely that charters will still provide the best public education 
options in Pacoima.

Conclusion: 
Expect Pacoima Charters to Continue Their Trajectory of Success

Table 9: Difference between Charter and Traditional Average Performance for Twelfth Grade Outcomes, 
              2009-2010 to 2012-2013

YEAR 4-YEAR COHORT 
GRADUATION RATE

ENGLISH LEARNERS 
4-YEAR COHORT

GRADUATION RATE

4-YEAR COHORT 
DROPOUT RATE

% OF GRADUATES
COMPLETING A-G

2012-2013 13% 24% -10% 65%

2011-2012 12% 24% -7% 56%

2010-2011 13% 26% -9% 63%

2009-2010 15% 42% -9% 31%
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While nine PUC schools serve students from Pacoima, only three of the PUC schools were included in the 
analyses above (PUC Community Charter Middle, PUC Lakeview Charter Academy and PUC Community Charter 
Early College High School (CCECHS). Given that the majority of students in these three PUC schools are from 
Pacoima, this allowed us to maintain a Pacoima-specific geographic focus for analytical comparisons. But this 
callout serves to highlight the exemplary work of all PUC schools. 

In 1999, Jacqueline Elliot and Ref Rodriguez collaborated to open the first charter middle school in Los Angeles, 
just outside the neighborhood of Pacoima. The school quickly developed a waiting list, and by 2010 the two PUC 
co-founders had opened seven schools serving students in Northeast San Fernando Valley – a region that includes 
Pacoima. Elliot and Rodriguez imprinted each school with their shared vision: college should be the expectation, 
not the exception.

PUC is successfully fulfilling its mission. The one high school that was old enough to have the relevant data 
in 2013 graduated 96% of its cohort in four years, and 100% of its graduates had completed the A-G courses 
required to apply to the University of California system. Traditional high schools in Pacoima all have lower 
graduation rates, and none of them had even half of their graduates complete A-G. Other academic outcomes 
also highlight how well PUC prepares students for college. The table below shows that PUC’s average API Status, 
3-year growth, and Percent Predicted API (an estimate of schools’ “value-add”) are all extremely high – and well 
above the average scores for traditional Pacoima schools.

Appendix A: 
Spotlight on PUC (Partnerships to Uplift Communities) Schools

Table A1: Performance Comparisons, 2012-2013

GROUP OF SCHOOLS 2013 API STATUS 3-YEAR GROWTH PERCENTILE BIN: 
2013 % PREDICTED API

Middle Schools (6-8)

PUC 843 61 points 95-100th

Pacoima Charters 815 57 points 70-75th

Pacoima Traditionals 725 58 points 10-15th

High Schools (9-12)

PUC 809 30 points 95-100th

Pacoima Charters 778 70 points 85-90th

Pacoima Traditionals 657 27 points 20-25th
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Demographically, PUC schools are very similar to Pacoima traditional schools. This is because PUC serves 
many students from Pacoima, and other neighborhoods within Northeast San Fernando Valley are quite similar.  
The notable differences are that PUC schools serve more English Learners and traditional schools serve more 
students whose parents lack a high school diploma.

The impressive academic results of PUC schools have coincided with impressive enrollment growth. 
Between 2010-11 and 2013-14, enrollment grew 38% (from 1,761 to 2,437). Two more schools – PUC 
Community Charter Elementary School and PUC Inspire Charter Academy – opened near Pacoima in 
the fall of 2014. Pacoima parents and students have reason to be excited about the expansion of quality 
education opportunities in their neighborhood.

Table A2: Demographic Comparisons, 2012-2013

MEASURE PUC TRADITIONAL PACOIMA

Hispanic 93-99%; mean = 96% 89-99%; mean = 95%

Continuously Enrolled 66-99%; mean = 93% 88-96%; mean = 94%

Free or Reduced Lunch 76-88%; mean = 83% 63-95%; mean = 86%

English Learners 43-64%; mean = 53% 31-74%; mean = 46%

Disabilities 7-15%; mean = 12% 9-19%; mean = 13%

Parent Education 1.88-2.32; mean = 2.12 1.55-1.93; mean = 1.76
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1. Three Pacoima charters (Bert Corona, Pacoima Charter, and Vaughn) and two traditional schools 
(Maclay Middle and Broadous Elementary) are Los Angeles Promise Neighborhood (LAPN) schools.  
The study is in year two of data collection, and it measures 23 indicators across 10 outcomes:

•  Kindergarten Readiness

•  Academic Proficiency

•  Transition to High School

•  High School Graduation

•  Post-secondary Readiness

Once released, this data will provide a detailed picture of daily life for students in these schools. 

2. Participation in LAPN is through partnership with Youth Policy Institute (YPI), who has maintained a service 
presence in Pacoima for over a decade. YPI services and the LAPN indicators listed above are based in part on 
“Full-Service Community Schools program” survey study in 2008. Note: It is possible that YPI presence in charter 
schools could help explain in part the diverging enrollment patterns of charter and traditional schools.

YPI supported the Pacoima Charter School conversion, and the school made dramatic gains from 2001 to 2009 
(see quote below from the LAPN application narrative):

“A significant result of YPI‘s strategy at Pacoima Charter School has been a dramatic rise in academic 
achievement scores. In 2001, the school‘s Academic Performance Index (API) Score was 416. By 2009, 
the API had risen to 729, a remarkable gain of 313 points. The Similar Schools API ranking that compares 
the school against 100 comparable schools in California rose from 1 to 7 (out of 10).”

Data shows that the school has continued to improve, although at a slower pace, since then.

3. Other non-profit organizations are active in Pacoima. One example is Pacoima Urban Village, which 
is committed to providing education to low-income residents. Another is Pacoima Beautiful, which is 
attempting to build “a team of member leaders:
•  To create and promote a long-term vision for our community and realize immediate improvements,
•  To facilitate civic engagement, build community, and encourage health through education, 
    skill-based trainings, and collective actions,
•  To advocate for a fair share of resources and infrastructure, including for a more walkable and 
    bike-able community, for more open space and recreation, and for cleaner and greener industries.”

From pacoimabeautiful.org.

Appendix B: 
Related Literature

•  Health

•  Safety

•  Stability

•  Family and Community Support

•  Technology

http://www.pacoimabeautiful.org/
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Pacoima Beautiful has also partnered with Project GRAD in the mission to increase student enrollment 
and success in college, especially for first generation students through supports like teacher trainings, 
parent engagement efforts, and targeted student services. Project Grad provides opportunities including 
“Summer College Institutes held at local college campuses where students can earn college credit”, tutoring 
and test prep, college tours, and application support.8 The Ford Foundation found Project GRAD to be 
“an unusually successful systemic public-school-reform project with strong results in test scores, improved 
school atmosphere, high-school graduation rates, reduced teen pregnancy and higher college enrollment”9 

Los Angeles Educational Partnership “works as a collaborative partner in high-poverty communities to 
foster great schools that support the personal and academic success of children and youth from birth through 
high school.”10 LAEP partners with neighborhood schools to bridge barriers in a community largely composed 
of immigrant families. LAEP started a Pacoima “neighborhood initiative” in 2007 which provided a monthly 
roundtable of school leaders, parents, and community members at school campuses to discuss community 
issues.11 Pacoima Charter School and Vaughn Next Century Learning Center are also members of LAEP’s 
Healthy Start program which provides early childhood services.

4. There is some work on Pacoima, but nothing we found has focused specifically on charter and traditional 
schools. The excerpt below, from a senior thesis, describes a work from 2005.

Warren, Jessica L., “Growing Together Separately: An Analysis of the Influence of Individualism 
in an Alternative Educational Setting” (2014). Scripps Senior Theses. Paper 498. 
http://scholarship.claremont.edu/scripps_theses/498

Maida describes a program similar to Food Justice, also located in Southern California, in an article he wrote 
for the Anthropology of Work Review (Maida 2005).12 The program was founded collaboratively by Pacoima 
Beautiful and Project GRAD, Los Angeles to provide “learning activities for ‘off-track-students’” that 
attempted to “promote a sense of the ‘interactivity of learning’ through a mix of cognitive, social, and affective 
activities that develop communicative and cultural competencies, successful learning and organizational 
skills, time management and planning” (Maida 2005:17). Collective program activities included “environmental 
science service projects, including hazardous waste, air quality, soil lead, watershed conservation, atmospheric 
science, environmental advocacy, and mural design, from which the students could choose” (Maida 2005:18). 
Some main goals of the program were to develop “a way of seeing college as a pathway for quality of life” 
and “to cultivate career confidence and competence through work with mentors, including university 
students and professionals” (Maida 2005:17-19). Maida describes the activities in the program “as ways to 
reorient students” through “practice-oriented learning experiences” (Maida 2005:19). He says these experiences 

http://scholarship.claremont.edu/scripps_theses/498
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are especially important for the youth of Pacoima, many of whom come from transmigrant families. 

Like the Food Justice students, the Pacoima students were part of a project-based learning program with more 
and less Individualist goals. While the activities in both programs were themselves collective and promoting a 
greater sense of communality was an objective, similar goals between the two programs, such as developing 
“career confidence” and encouraging students to choose certain educational pathways, reflected individualist 
influences (Maida 2005:19). Another similarity between the two programs was the work with mentors who were 
university students, advised by university faculty. Maida says that “involving university faculty and students, high 
school youth, and residents in collaborative partnerships was key to increasing social knowledge” and “cultivat[ing] 
career confidence and competence,” as well as exposing the high school students to new career and educational 
opportunities (Maida 2005:19). [bold added for emphasis]

1  The quote and facts in this paragraph are from 
Williams, Timothy. 1994. “Poverty, Pride—and 
Power: In Line for Federal Help, Pacoima Hides 
Problems Below Neat Surface.” Los Angeles 
Times, April 10. Retrieved on 30 Sept 2014 
at articles.latimes.com/1994-04-10/local/
me-44400_1_pacoima-elementary.

2 Pool, Bob. 2009. “LA neighborhoods, you’re 
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nearly 100 ways.” Los Angeles Times, June 03. 
Uses data from the 2000 US Census. 
Retrieved on 30 Sept 2014 at: maps.latimes.com/
neighborhoods/neighborhood/pacoima/.

3  We define Pacoima using geographic 
information provided by the City of Los 
Angeles, available here: arcgis.com/home/item.
html?id=7da35609c7604967bc2e99edf6b0100e. 
We then add three charter middle schools 
and seven traditional high schools that serve 
Pacoima students but are located just beyond 
the neighborhood boundary. There are several 
additional charter schools in the Partnerships to 
Uplift Communities “PUC” charter management 
organization that also serve a substantial number 
of Pacoima students but are farther outside the 
boundaries. We therefore provide Appendix A 
where we highlight the performance of all PUC 
schools. Also, we treat both Fenton Avenue 

Charter and Fenton Primary Center as one 
Pacoima school. Although Fenton Avenue 
Charter is technically in Lake View Terrace, 
it shares the same elementary attendance area 
as Fenton Primary Center. The Primary Center 
serves students K-2, while Fenton Avenue 
Charter serves grades 3-5. All other elementary 
schools in Pacoima serve grades K-5. Table 1 
reports data for Fenton Avenue Charter. 
Fenton Primary Center was a start-up that 
opened in 2008.

4 For the calculations listed here, we divide 
Vaughn Next Century Learning Center’s 
enrollment into three pieces: it served 1451 
students in K-5, 575 students in 6-8, and 
577 students in 9-12.

5 For this specific analysis, we utilize the 
“Percent Predicted API” portion of our 3-year 
Similar Students Measure. The Percent Predicted 
API is an annual calculation that compares a 
school’s actual API to a predicated API (from 
a regression model based on the school’s 
demographics). Schools with a high percent 
predicted API (meaning they outperformed their 
prediction) are among the highest percentiles 
closer to 100, and schools with a low percent 
predicted API (meaning they underperformed 
their prediction) have percentiles closer to 0.

6 To apply to a UC, students must earn 
an average GPA of 3.0 in 15 UC-approved 
courses in seven “A-G” categories.

7 Percent Predicted API is a measure that 
CCSA calculates with publicly available data.  
It estimates the value-add that public schools 
provide to their students after controlling for 
the demographics of the students schools serve.  
More information about this, which is part of what 
CCSA calls the “Similar Student Measure” – is 
available here: calcharters.org/2012/12/similar-
students-measure-ssm.html.

8 projectgradla.org/our_model

9 Maida, C.A. (2008). Pathways through 
Crisis: Urban Risk and Public Culture. 
Rowman: Alta Mira Press

10 laep.org/about-us/mission

11 Potapchuk, W. R. (June 2013) “The Role of 
Community Schools In Place-Based Initiatives” 
Retrieved from issuu.com/partnerwithlaep/docs/
the_role_of_community_schools_in_pl#signin

12 Maida, Carl A. 2005. “Science, Schooling, 
and Experiential Learning in Pacoima.” 
Anthropology of Work Review 26(2):16.
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